RECDA Minutes 10/28/2010
Present: Alan Moore, Teri Moore, Lew Diehl, Garry Burnette, Scott Ratliff,  Jim Conrad, Dave Miller, Roger Bower, Eddie Amend,  Ron Warpness, , Sandy Dean and Guests: Jay Nielson & Craig Kucera.

Alan called our meeting to order. Alan asked Jim what was happening at the casino. Jim reported that concrete was being poured for the new hotel by the casino. He said we should be seeing some wood going up in 3 to 4 weeks. He said that the new hotel would have 90 rooms, 3 suites, & be 3 stories. Alan asked about outdoor activities, & referenced the River Walk to compliment the outdoor space. Jim said outdoor activities are good. He said they are promoting the Northern Arapahoe Experience, & they will be building a little museum & space for this. He said that this is what tourists are interested in coming to see, & they have really concentrated all of their marketing towards this area. 

 Jay Nielson, Vice President for Administrative Services at Central Wyoming College & Craig Kucera with CWC were introduced by Alan. Craig had set up video equipment for a presentation. We had a good question, answer & comment session. Afterwards, there was really no need for the video presentation. More information was provided concerning the funding for the CWC proposed Health & Science Center. The general obligation bond would be approximately $24 a year for a household with property valued about $176,000, & would be for about 13 to 15 years or less. Jay said that they would like to break ground in the spring of 2012; & it should take 15 months to build. They are working on the financing. He said that tax exempt bonds: 2.6% for short-term & long = 4.5% would be available in Fremont County. Also, there is potential for a state funding match. Jay said they have a plan to take to the legislature after the bond issue passes. They also wish to upgrade facilities in Lander, use the bonds to extend the health program & then the vo-tech trades (welding, etc.) & improvements at the Sink Canyon location. Jay explained the bond issue in detail & had handed out informational cards. The specifics of the building: 35,000 square feet; $11.5 million, general obligation bond. Jay commented that more emphasis had been on the benefits of the needed facility during the campaigning. CWC could enroll more nursing students, & more positions could be filled in the local communities for nurses. The average wages are $21 to $25 an hour to start. Dave said that if the bond issue passed & there was local support, the state would be more likely to match the funds. Alan commented, “If we get $10 million in bonds, we could get $10 million in building.” Jay said that more students could mean more needed housing. Right now, only 12 students can attend because of the small size of the 30 year old labs. Jay said that CWC wants to partner with local contractors & the Honor Farm for modular housing for students. Another good point for the students at CWC, about 80% of the students graduate from the 2 year nursing program for registered nurses. 

Much more discussion followed about Wyoming and our economy nationwide. A few noted comments: Roger stated that we have a multiplier for money spent, but we have no multiplier effect on our tax dollars. Many more comments were shared concerning our state & nation’s economy and the mining industry. It was said that in the 1950’s, the U.S. was the major producer of all minerals. You can compare those times to today!

Meeting adjourned.

