RECDA Minutes 01-12-2012

Present: Alan Moore, Teri Moore, Jim Conrad, Scott Ratliff, Roger Bower, Garry Burnette, Linda Burnette, Lew Diehl, Jim Davis, Kip Post, Phil Christopherson, Ernie Over, Sergio Maldonado, Mike Lawson, Jerry Crews, Sandy Dean & Guest Speaker, State Representative Dave Miller.

Our meeting took place in the entertainment room of the Wind River Casino. A hot breakfast buffet and staff was provided for our group. 

Alan opened the meeting with some information about the water problem in Pavillion. He brought two letters pertaining to the investigation for Encana. 
Dave also gave information about the land in the Pavillion area and the oil/gas fields.

Dave talked about the state’s budget & how it has grown since he was elected to the legislature in 2001. He distributed graphs showing the “Distribution of Excess Funds” pointing out state spending from 2001 to 2011. Dave noted that state spending grew while we spent more on schools, colleges & the Hathaway scholarship. There had been about 20 years that our spending towards teacher salaries did not grow, and now the salaries are among the highest of the states.  Other state money was put into permanent rainy day & mineral trust fund accounts. “Where did it come from” shows $$ collected from minerals: $1.9 billion. “Revenue/Expenditure Trend” had graphs from 1997/1998 to 2009/2010. Dave continued with what is happening globally in energy. Other states like Texas are producing oil & gas for less money than it costs for drilling in Wyoming. He talked about uranium and production in other countries & compared to Wyoming. Also, four years ago, the price of uranium was over $100 a pound; and now, the price is only $51 a pound. Dave said that this year’s budget is going to be less. There could be about $100 million to allocate in addition to what has been allocated. The state agencies are to come up with a budget cut of 2 to 8%. The legislature meets February 13th. It runs for 20 days.

After our regular meeting, Jim Conrad gave us a tour of the new hotel. It has spacious rooms with 2 queen sized beds, 42 inch television, microwave, refrigerator, Internet & other furnishings. The large windows allow views of the mountains & vista. The suites include a large bathroom with walk-in shower and soak tub, plus, many other added features. Rooms will be rented soon, and the grand opening is March 9th. The room rates are $109 for the double queens; and $250 for the suites. The lobby has large floor to ceiling windows and provide a beautiful view of the mountains. There is also a Northern Arapaho Experience room & a gift shop adjacent to the lobby.

Meeting adjourned.

More details & pictures can be found at www.county10.com thanks to Ernie Over. 
