RECDA Minutes 06-9-2011
Present: Alan Moore, Teri Moore, Scott Ratliff, Roger Bower, Garry Burnette, Linda Burnette, Lew Diehl, Phil Christopherson,  Jim Davis, Eddie Amend,  John Darrington, Don Snow, Dave Miller,  Kip Post, Steve Liebzeit, Jason Wood,  & Sandy Dean.

Alan introduced one of our guests, Jason Wood, Vice President of Academic Services at CWC. Jason had worked with the Political Action Committee for the new Health & Science building. He spoke about the successful bond issue, passed 54-45% last November. He said that over 70% of the bonds were sold locally. He provided a matrix & map of the Site Analysis – Potential Sites for the new building location.  Each site was listed with pros & cons. Three sites were presented & he focused on the favored site that is in the existing east parking lot, south & east of the Student Center & Food Court. This was the site identified in the bond referendum. Important dates coming this year: June 15, Schematic Design siting presentation to the Board; Sept 30, Design Development presentation to the Board; & Dec 13, Construction Document presentation to the Board. He said that they should break ground in spring of 2012. It should take 15 months to build. By fall of 2013, it should be available for classes. The goal is to double the amount of nursing students. There was an increase in nursing students this year, and plans include enough students that the amount will be doubled when the new building is complete. He said that the college’s prerequisite classes for the nursing program were filled. 100% of the students passed their nursing exams on their first try. This is the best showing in the state for college nursing programs. There are also other new programs in Allied Health, C.N.A. courses, acute care & other health care classes. Right now, they have 32 slots for nursing students. 

Some questions: What will happen to the parking if the building is at this location? There will be parking around the building & will include 140 parking spaces. Price of the project? About $16 ½ to $17 million, including the bond issue & funding from the legislature. Someone made the comment that the Job Corps will be about $40 million. Comments were made about accepting bids from local contractors since they voted for the project, & they will be helping to pay for the project. Also, sub contractors selected need to be listed on signage that is easily read by the public. How many instructors would need to be hired for the extra classes? Jason said, 8 additional teachers, plus, extra support staff.

Alan introduced Steve Liebzeit, Branch Manager of Bank of the West. Steve said that only 30% of their banking customers come into the bank. People utilized the online services. The bank only has 6 employees, and only a small percentage of their building is being used. He said that Bank of the West is very conservative in lending. Their staff is very well trained in lending underwriting. They were not involved with the problems with mortgages. He recommended a video, “Inside Job”. It is a documentary of mortgage problems in banking.

Alan also introduced Kip Post, Manager of the Riverton US Bank. Kip said that he is back in Riverton after being gone for 20 years. Kip said that US Bank also was not involved in problems, & they hold all of their own mortgages. He echoed what Steve commented about online banking & not needing building space. He said that he can do his banking on his cell phone. He writes very few checks to services. Alan brought up the issue of auditing and problems CPAs face with trying to verify information without paper transactions and signatures. 

Roger & Phil provided information sheets about “Outlook 2011”.  The event is in Riverton June 13, at the 789 Smoke Shop. Keynote speaker: Mark Finley, G M, Global Energy Markets & US Economics, BP. Hear about Fremont County Economic perspectives. Panelists: Jim Conrad, WR Casino; Jared Kail Wolution, LLC; Dan Moline, WY Nat’l Bank; Tami Olson, Chisholm’s Jewelry; &  John Smithbaker, Brunton.


