RECDA Minutes 07-14-2011

Present: Alan Moore, Teri Moore, Scott Ratliff, Roger Bower, Garry Burnette, Linda Burnette, Lew Diehl, Jim Davis, Kip Post, Ron Warpness, Lee Heermann, Burl Gies, guest, Mary Jo Taylor; & Sandy Dean.

Alan explained the acquisition of the Alco building purchased through a grant from Wyoming Business Council and a loan from the bank to IDEA, Inc. He went over the improvements to the building and the parking lot, and gaining a lease from Legacy Molding. Now, there are more improvements being made to the building to include a new entrance & other remodeling for the Bealls Store that will be occupying 12,500 square feet. Alan introduced our guest, Mary Jo Taylor, District Manager for Stage Stores. 

Mary Jo told us that Riverton is the first town in Wyoming to have a new Bealls Store, a division of the Stage Stores. She said that Stage was reorganized from the C.R. Anthony stores. Stage has over 800 stores. Mary Jo has been with the company for 30 years & has worked in every area. She covers several miles and is over stores in Idaho, Oregon, Nevada and Utah. She is very busy with setting up the Riverton store & a new store in Idaho. Mary Jo lives in Utah. Our store is suppose to open Sept 21st. Mary Jo is looking for a store manager and would like to hire locally. After hiring the manager, there will be a supervisor hired as well as store associates. Several will be hired to get the new store going and later the staff will be trimmed to about 15 people. There will be 4 full time positions including the store manager & other management positions. The store will be open 7 days a week, Monday-Saturday: 10am-8pm; Sundays: noon-6pm. People can apply online for the management & supervisor positions:  http://www.stagestoresinc.com; can apply by emailing her at mtaylor@stagestores.com. Ads have been running in the Riverton Ranger and positions are posted at the Riverton Workforce Center for Store Manager and Supervisor. As soon as the manager position is filled, openings for store associates will be advertised.

Store items will include clothing & shoes for men, women & children; gift items, fragrances, accessories, etc. Men’s clothing will include sports jackets, dress slacks and brand names: Dockers, Levis, Van Heusen, etc. If we would like to see some brands or items of clothing not carried, we need to suggest it to the store management who will convey the information to the CMO, Chief Merchandising Officer. The stores participate in credit programs, coupons, and in charity programs: March of Dimes, Festival of Trees & others. 

After sharing great conversation, our meeting was adjourned. 
