RECDA Minutes 09-08-2011
Present: Alan Moore, Teri Moore, Scott Ratliff,  Lew Diehl,  Jim Davis, Eddie Amend,  Kip Post, Steven Weaver, James Gores, Ron Warpness, Guest Barney Cosner  & Sandy Dean.

Alan began the meeting by reflecting on upcoming employment opportunities that will affect our economy and growth in our community:  Encana’s  drilling in the Gas Hills, Uranium in the Gas Hills & Strathmore Minerals, and the new Job Corps Center.  Alan then introduced our guest, Barney Cosner, Executive Director of the Fremont County Fair and Rodeo. 

Barney said that he became interested in fairs when he was about 5 years old when his father took him to his first fair. His career began in education, teaching at different colleges. He received his degree from University of Wyoming. He remained involved with fairs and was the Manager of the Wyoming State Fair for a number of years. Riverton has had 4 managers in 5 years. Barney talked about the facilities at the fairgrounds. There are two buildings for events. The “old Armory” building is 14,700 square feet & is the largest single space building in Fremont County. There are over 850 events scheduled during the year for the 2 buildings. The fair is only one week of the year. Barney said that $250,000 was spent to get the Fremont Center (old Armory building) & property up to ADA compliance. Barney gave statistics & information about the fairgrounds & how events are changing from the typical ag events. There is more involvement with other events. An example was the Stingray event for people to actually touch the stingray. Over 3,000 people attended this event, & it had the second highest attendance nationwide. Also, the times for the fair events were changed to meet times that families would be available to attend. Instead of 7:30am events…fair events started at 10:00am; and more events were scheduled in the evening. The fair received 28,135 people this year, out of a population of about 39,000 for the county. The demolition derby sold over 2,000 tickets. Many problems facing the fairgrounds for events are due to limited access for leaving & entering; & limited parking spaces. Parking for campers is limited to only 40 with hook ups & 200 for “dry” camping. Barney said that the fairgrounds is on 43 acres, & we need 100 acres. We need indoor equine space & access. In Fremont County, we have the highest number of horses per capita than any other county in Wyoming. Barney said that Thermopolis has a population about 3,000 & they can draw people from much larger communities because of their facilities. Barney said that there is no new location being considered at this time.

We shared many more comments from Barney & others centering a facility that would house events including a fair; and not a fairgrounds that included other events. Someone else commented that we also need a safe environment and space for the Fremont County offices.  Also, we need a new name that would encompass the whole idea of an activities center or complex. The Cam Plex in Gillette was mentioned as an example.  “Fair Plex” and “River Plex” were mentioned as some choices. The complex should be for city, county, college & different entities. There were sights mentioned, like the facilities in Pinedale to look at as a model. Barney said that they got their model from the Wyoming State Fair. All agreed that it is going to be a tremendous process getting new properties & planning. It won’t happen right away, but we need to get started. 

Meeting adjourned.
